Falun Gong Adherents Face Exclusion from Olympic Games

A Falun Dafa Information Center Fact Sheet

Throughout 2007, several statements by top officials, as well as an internal document, indicated that Falun Gong adherents from both inside and outside China face being excluded from participation in the 2008 Beijing Olympics, as athletes, coaches, journalists or spectators. Such a policy that discriminates on the basis of religious belief contravenes both the Olympic charter as well as the code of ethics signed in Beijing in April 2007. There is also evidence that, contrary to the special regulations instituted before the Olympics, foreign reporters will be prevented from reporting on the Falun Gong while in Beijing for the games.
 The following are a few select examples:

· While it is not best practice to rely on Xinhua News Agency for accounts of incidents related to the Falun Gong, as the Party mouthpiece, it can be a useful source for identifying the direction of Party policy. In July 2007, Xinhua reported on a briefing given to defense attaches from 54 of China’s overseas embassies by Tian Yixiang, director of the military bureau for the Beijing Olympics’ security command center. According to the article:

…the PLA will be responsible for managing border control and to stop East Turkistan…organizations, Falun Gong adherents, and Tibetan separatists from getting into the games. [emphasis added]

· A more formal statement relating to the specific exclusion of foreigners who practice Falun Gong from attending the games was given by Li Zhanjun, director of the Beijing Olympics media center, in November 2007. While rejecting allegations that the Chinese authorities intended to limit the entry of Bibles for personal use, Li singled out Falun Gong texts as an exception. As reported by the Associated Press:

We don't recognize it [Falun Gong]… So Falun Gong texts, Falun Gong activities in China are forbidden.

· As an indication of how the Chinese authorities plan to identify those who should be barred, the Public Security Bureau has reportedly begun a surveillance initiative involving background checks into each individual wishing to attend the games. This would include participating athletes, members of the media, Olympic staff members, referees, sponsors, dignitaries and the International Olympic Committee itself. Of the 43 categories of people to be targeted, included are individuals who currently practice Falun Gong, as well as have in the past practiced its exercises.
 

Taken together, the above measures amount to a clear discriminatory policy on who may participate in the 2008 Olympic Games on the basis of religious or philosophical beliefs. Such a policy is contrary to one of the fundamental principles listed in the Olympic Charter: 

5. Any form of discrimination with regard to a country or a person on grounds of race, religion, politics, gender or otherwise is incompatible with belonging to the Olympic Movement.

According to the Charter, included in the Olympic Movement are the National Olympic Committees, of which China’s is an example. In addition to this general commitment enshrined in the Charter, the Beijing Organizing Committee of the Olympic Games (BOCOG) is governed by a Code of Ethics adopted by the International Olympics Committee on 26 April 2007, which includes the following provision, among others:

A. Dignity…2. There shall be no discrimination between the participants on the basis of race, gender, ethnic origin, religion, philosophical or political opinion, marital status or other grounds.
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